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Bloating is also seen in choke when the obstruction in the
throat makes it impossible for the animal to belch gases
naturally.   It is dangerous to move cattle from a dry feed
lot on to pasture or from one kind of pasture to another.
They should be broken in gradually.   This is especially
true when the pasture is wet after a heavy dew or rain.
Any easily fermented feed may cause bloating in cows.
In some sections of the United States where alfalfa and
sweet clover are used extensively as an important pasture
crop, one hears of a number of cases of bloat.   Some farmers
have had so much trouble with it that they have plowed
excellent fields devoted to these legumes.    The fact that
bloating happens at times when cows are pastured on these
legumes does not furnish a good reason for condemning
them generally.   The suggestions given under prevention of
bloat will obviate most of this difficulty.    It should be
remembered that some cows are chronic bloaters, that ^ is,
they seem to fill up with gas on the slightest provocation
and  under  conditions   when  no   other  animals  become
affected.
Symptoms
An animal suffering from bloat is easily recognized. If the herd is not seen for some time, an animal may be found dead in the pasture. This would make it difficult to tell whether bloating took place before or after death. In some instances, when the cows come in from the pasture in the evening, one or more of them may be bloated. The swelling is greatest in the region of the left flank, high up, and near the hip bone. The skin may be distended and as tight as a drumhead. The animal appears uneasy, switches its tail, and may attempt to kick the abdomen. If the swelling is great, breathing may be hindered slightly. The breath comes in short gasps and the mouth is often held open in an effort to assist breathing. The pulse is likely to be very faint. The animal sometimes moans, staggers about, and if help is not given, dies in convulsions. While these